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American Secondary Vocational Education Enlightenment:
Case of “Dewey—Prosser Debates”

LU Baoli
(College of Educational Science, Anhui Normal University, Wuhu,241000, China)

Abstract: As a nation of immigrants, America could have copied the development orbit of the
European home country, but the valuable thing is that it chose the indigenous path of “reflection
in transplantation, innovation in reflection”. The enactment of Smith—-Hughes Act in 1917 was the
starting point where American secondary vocational education moved beyond the European
framework. Meanwhile, Local self —awareness involved in  “Dewey —Prosser debates” and
Comprehensive High School “single—track system” provided enlightenment for world countries,
notably China, to construct vocational education mode with it’s own characteristics. The struggle
in many aspects, such as between liberal arts education and vocational education, between
vocationalism and democratism, between the employer group and the employee group, and
between efficiency and democracy, offered a model for other countries to create education system.

Key words: secondary vocational education; Dewey—Prosser debates; American characteristics
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