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“What Heaven Imparts to Man is Called Human Nature”
the Thoughts on Life and Philosophy of Education Contained

in The Doctrine of the Mean
LI Mao' ZHANG Chuansui’
1. College of Educational Science Anhui Normal University Wuhu Anhui 241000 China
2. College of Educational Science Hunan Normal University Changsha Hunan 410081  China
Abstract  “What Heaven imparts to man is called human nature” the first elementary sentence in the opening of
The Doctrine of the Mean which is the expression and generalization on life education reveals the origin the universality
and the finality of life. Resourceful thoughts on life expressed by “what Heaven imparts to man is called human nature”

could answer the fundamental questions of philosophy of education such as the essence and purpose of education. The ori-

gin of education is based upon life “what Heaven imparts to man is called human nature” the process of education
complies with life “to follow our nature is called the Way”  and the purpose of education gets back to life “enjoying
oneself to the full”  “becoming the self”  “becoming the object” . Thus the thoughts of “Moderation” on life and

philosophy of education are valuable in both theory and practice nowadays.

Key words heaven fate nature life The Doctrine of the Mean
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On “Exemplary Persons Are Not Mere Vessels” : Enlightenment to

Modern Education from the Humanistic Tradition of Confucianism
CHEN Duoxu
College of Marxism  Tianjin University ~Tianjin 300354  China

Abstract The humanistic spirit of Confucianism to some extent can be summarized as “exemplary persons are not
mere vessels” which said by Confucius. Based on the understanding of human’s specific characteristics Confucian advo-
cates that a man should confirm his unique value by virtue cultivation and then become an exemplary person. An exem-
plary person is not only care himself but also the whole society. Aimed at virtue cultivation the principle that supremacy
of virtue runs through everything such as knowledge learning and interests making this is the main connotation of “not
mere vessels”. To cultivate this kind of value idea the main way is classic education. The above theories of Confucianism
are sill have reference meaning for modern humanistic education.

Key words exemplary persons are not mere vessels confucianism humanism humanistic education
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